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To Ebenezer Bishop, 
Calvin Green, and 
Richard-Bushnel. 

IN an ihmgs 1 am willing to be instructed, and from every occa* 
sion I wish to profit in the way of life and salvation. 

When in trade, I frequently had dealings with your people; and 
when any of them were free to converse, I would embrace and im- 
prove the opportunity to inform myself of your faith and manner of 
getting along in this probationary state of existence. This I was 
prompted to do from your apparent sanctity, honesty and integrity. 
Nor am I about to fault you as to these points at present. But as I 
profess to be a plain man, I wish to be free in enquiry and plain io 
particulars, wherein I am not satisfied with your faiih and practice; 
and 1 hope to receive the same freedom and plainness from you, or a- 
ny of your d' nomination, nay, from every religious society, man or 
Woman, in the world. For I am of the opinion, that a free circula- 
tion of religious sentiments, in iruih and sincerity, among the various 
religious professors, will have a tendency to break down the separating 
walls erected by education and tradition, and strengthened and sup- 
ported by superstition ; and when these are demolished, the same* 
truth will bind us together and make us one another's joy in the Lord. 
By this you will perceive, that I, in no shape, favor a monkish, self- 
ish religion ; nor that self righteousness which holds out this language 
— " Slaud off, for I am more holy than thou ;" either in an individual 
or society capacity. " For who maketh thee to differ from another? 
And what hast thou that thou didst not receive?" Now, if thou didst 
receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou didst not receive it, but 
had it by the strength of thy own arm ? But, is not this your practice, 
both at home and abroad, in your private circles and public assem- 
blies, in your conversation and in your public preaching? Yea, truly* 
And of what does it savour? Shall I answer, bigotry and supersti? 
lion, twin sisters of corruptible origin ? 

Have you grace ? Let it shew itself through you a3 sanctified ves- 
sels, that others beholding your good works may have cause to glorify 
your heavenly Father ; and by your loving address and friendly, en- 
Ta*ing manners, be won upon to embrace the gospel. 
" Here then your life will be in that whieh will not deceive others, 
nor suffer you to be deceived. But when it is only the semblance of 
it no marvel that the want of charity should be apparent, and that an 
austere spirit preside instead of the benign spirit of the gospel, which 
is gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits. 

1 would to God this was your state, and the state of all who « name 
\he name of Jesus ;" then in truth, not in pretence, but id reahtjr, 
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fete would be a « departure from iniqnit jr." But. Oh ! the covering 
an'oi.g vou and aM Christian professors that I have km ■» ledge of, and 
Dot by the Lord's spirit : a covering with at exterior, like a coat ot 
bail, to ward off the spear of an outward enemy. But, remember, 
the enemies of a christian warfare are those of his own house. Wot 
those from an inconceivable malignancy that existed in supposition, 
co-existent with God, the source of all good; but what are co-existent 
cm ly with the body of flesh whereii> the soul resides. In accordance 
faith the apostle James, "lust when it conceiveth bringeth forth sin, 
ai.d sin when it is finished brings forth deaih." And these enemies 
•re no more to be impelled from an attack by an outward show ot 
godliness, than the blood of a wolf will cease to circulate because he 
is i" sheep's clothing. , 

This outward show of godlin. ss may serve to dupe tie weak and 
credulous ; but, so far from fortifying against sin, it forms a thick veil 
to commit it under. And u less that power which slew Rahab and 
bounded the dragon is suffered to rise into dominion in the soul, and 
end to I ind not oily one but all (he passions, it must remain a captive 
to lust ; all the external show of godliness to the contrary not with- 
standing. Oh, the importance of th'itf truth I Ki'OW ye it Hot 1 KnoW 

ye not your own selves, that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye are rep- 
robates ? and it is Him that must be suffered both to will and to do of 
bis own good pleasure in the soul, or it cannot experience regeneration 
and the new birth, redemption from sin and a life of holiness to the 
lord. 

Circumcision, and all the rituals of an exterior dispensation, avail' 
eth nothing in Christ Jesus, but the new creature. Why, therefore, 
are ye so tenacious of your traditions ? Will ye, as did the Jews for- 
merly, make void the law of God thereby ? Met hicks ye are ready to 
ask, what is the law of God ? Answer — that which it ever was, A 
FOHNT AIN OF LIFE TO DEPART FROM THE SNARES 
OF DEATH. Not a mere thing of speculation, but the real life of 
God in the soul by inspiration, to govern the life which it has by res- 
piration ; that so this mortal may put on immortality, and the death 
that this would otherwise experience may be swallowed up of divine 
life. This is the Tree of Life, wbereunto all souls may have access, 
a- d grow up in the spirit of the highest ; except they partake of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, which is own will, own wis- 
dom, the fruit whereof is death to the soul. 

Hence Christ taught nothingness ot self, saying, " Blessed are the 
poor in spirit ; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the 
pure in heart ; for they shall see God. Blessed are the peace makers; 
for they shall be called the children of God. And that a man must 
deny himself— [how can he essentially deny himself without denying 
own will and wisdom, which constitutes the very essence of self?] or 
or he could not be his disciple." 



Here now, how plain, simple and easy lo be understood is this sys- 
tern of divinity, taught by Jesus Christ ? In it he has no legends, no 
legerdemains ; but simply places man under a prohibitary lav, similar 
in its design and requisition to that enjoined upon Adam, which re- 
stricted him from the knowledge of good and evil, and this restrains 
man from hi -self. 

Now, when we come to consider that man has his origin in this 
world, both as to his flesh and spirit, and that his organization is such, 
that he is not only su-ceptible of divine impressions, but capable of 
improving under ihem to that degree, that they become his light and 
his life, bis comfort and his hope. How rational therefore is it, as he 
is designed tor immortality and eternal life, that the spirit of nature, 
wbi.h constitutes the natural man, should Dot oily be restricted, but 
denied the ascendancy at d supreme rule in his affections. 

Hence says the Father, in figurative language to Adam, "of every 
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat, but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it ; for in the day 
thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die." As much as to say, thy 
receiving this twofold fruit will sever thy life from me, the spirit of di- 
vine life ; because, thy knowing good and evil for thyself, is taking an 
independent ground, rejecting the influence of my spirit, consequect* 
\v it is withdrawn and thy soul left in a stale of sp.ntual death. 
" And hence saith the Son and sent of the Father to restore man to 
this divine spirit, from which he had revolted, « except a man deny 
himself, take up his cross and follow me, he cannot be my disc.ple. 
« That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the spirit is spirit. Except a raaa be bom again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." 

Thus we see, that man's dependence on himself separated him from 
the divine spirit, union and communion with God, and that by denying 
himself through (he ability of Christ be is to be restored. Thus by 
a dependance in Adam, [the earthly nature] all d.e ; so, by a depend- 
ance in Christ, [a divine quickening spirit] all are made alive. _ 

This I apprehend to be correct, according to scripture doctrine and 
relation of man's loss of the spirit of divine life and restoration to it 

again. , 

Now you will see that I do not believe in the primer doctrine, that 
"in Adam's fall we sinned all :" but in the scripture doctrine— "as 
the soul of the Father, so also is the soul of the Son, [clearly without 
sin in their origin] but the soul that sinneth it shall die, and he that 
doeth that which is lawful and right shall save bis soul alive"— as de- 
clared by the prophet Ezekiel, chap. 10th and 33d, from (he 10th to 
the 20th verses. 

According to this doctrine, you will doubtless acknowledge with 
me, that the soul (which is a spirit) has ability lo obey a d.v.ne spirit- 
ual law : and as like begets its like, so the soul is made alive uuto Goc 
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through faith and works, in obedience to bim ; and, on the contrary, 
any mnt of this conformity is sin, and produces dealb. It is sin, be- 
cause the soul is designed to have the divine life of God for its life ; 
consequently, to have it, it must receive it, and to retain it, it must 
obey it: But to reject it is sin, because it is the life of God and his 
greatest gift to the soul, and the consequence that follows of necessity 
M death, or the loss of divine life in the son!. And 

Also, according to the above doctrine of the inspired Prophet, I 
presume you will agree with me, that God has no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked ; but that the wicked turn from his way and live. For, 
with the Lord, " \<hen I say unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die ; 
if he turn from his sins, and do that which is lawful and right, be shall 
eurely live, he shall not die." 

According to this, sin and death was not entailed upon the posteri- 
ty of Adam, in consequence of his transgression ; but that all sinners, 
even Adam himself, as well as his posterity, were permitted, nay re- 
required, to return and live. 

Now, although it is said by the apostle Paul, "if there had been a 
Jaw given that could have given life, verily righteousness would have 
oeen by the law :"— it is evident that he meant that law of types and 
shadows which was substituted, because of a departure from the law 
of the spirit of life which sets the soul free from sin and death, to 
iead hack to obedience to this spiritual law ; yet it is evident from the 
prophetic declaration, that this very spiritual law had not been repeal- 
ed nor become null, nor void. But that the righteousness of the 
righteous, from Adam down to this day, must have been by this law • 
iiid (he wickedness of the wicked, by a departure from iff 

And tins law » the inspiration of the Almighty which giveth the 
spirit of man an understanding in the things of God, and as expressed 
above, a fountain of life to depart from the snares of death. "P"^ 
It was by this, doubtless, that Abel offered a more acceptable sac- 
nfice than Can— that Enoch walked with God-that Noah was r.Vhl 
eous, and instructed to build an ark , to the saving of his household 
from perishing in the flood. The lime would fci L ♦ u r 1 1 * 
ham, Lot, the Patriarchs, Prophets L In" Me ' In lit ' ° ^T 
only law by which the soul can have a, fyTnowl'ed.e "erf God *£ T 
a partaker of his divine nature and so haw . HfiT I • 7- " d be 

fefred through obedience to if!' ^ and imraor ^"7 con- 

And had not this divine life bepn rtpnarr^ r i 

»>ee„ the necessity „f mXS^JS ^"f ' *J" —M ^ve 
master to bring to Christ ' Or iFbich k fl» . .. ' S . * scho,)| - 
-it, dirine inspiration, ,he'„lo„e med inm of .-Tr ""."H" ,his '"< to 
ami all men of principle Z "candor „l< i T '° ,hesoul? Y °«. 

•cold have bejn „„„£ fi£ W i" ll "7 "'? '" y " e "'' ,ha( "»~ 
'■». all b,ve sinned and *^A\* £?£&*. .£■. a " d 
Mi .^btbave ,„ jsy ed , Urt&tfSZ^ £ 



duceth a separation of the life of God from the soul, which exists- nc 
longer than the soul stands opposed to God. " For if thou doest well, 
shall thou not be accepted ? but if not, sin lyeth at the door." "The 
soul that sinneth it shall die ; but he that doeth that which is lawful 
and right, shall save his soul alive." 

Aud again " hereby know we (saith the Apostle) that we dwell 

in him and he in us, because he hath given U3 of his spirit." Now " if 
any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his ; and if Christ 
be in you, the [spirit of the] body is dead, (that is, ceases to be alive 
to sinful impressions,) because [of the effect] of sin ; but the spirit ia 
life, because of righteousness." That is, (he spirit of the natural man 
lis inspired with divine life, and therefore is alive by reason of tho 
righteousness of compliance to the divine spirit. « But if the spirit of 
him (Gotl) that raised up Jesus from the dead, dwell in you, God shal 
also quicken [the spirit of] your mortal bodies, by his spirit that dwe.- 
leth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to [the spin!; 
which actuates] the flesh to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the 
flesh, ft his spirit which actuates the flesh] ye shall die ; (that is, there- 
by divine impressions will be withdrawn from the soul, and its life in 
God will be lost;) but if ye through the [divine] sp.nt mortify the 
^spirit of nature from whence the] deeds of the body [naturally flow,] 
ye shall live. For as many as are led by the spirit of God, are the 
sons of God." And as a criterion to know whether we have this spir- 
it the Apostle saith, «« hereby know ye the spirit of God ; every spir* 
Jt that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, [that vs in the 
flesh of the confesser] is of God. And every spirit that confesseth 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, [of the confesser] is not of 
P j j> 

Win, Christ saith, « labour not for the meat which perishcth ; [now 
here, he meant not food in general, but the spirit wb.ch is the lite o! 
the flesh, which this food nourisheth,] but for that meat [now he means 
his own spirit] which endureth unto everlasting life, which the bon ct 
man shall give to you, for him bath God the Father sealed. 

Then said they unto him, « what shall we do that we might work 
the work of God ? Jesus answered, this is the work of God that ye 
believe on him [that is his spirit] whom he hath sent. For the bread 
of God is he [that is his spirit] which cometh down from heaven and 
civeth life to the world." That is life to the spirit of man, which is 
of the world, that it may be headed and directed, bounded and gov- 
erned, and finally born of God. . * 

Then said they unto him, " Lord, evermore give us this bread. JC- 
sua said unto them, I am [that is my spirit is] the bread of life ; he 
that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that beheveth on me 
shall never thirst." , 

fc. Again, he saith to the Jews, « verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
believeth on me [that is Christ's spirit] hath everlasting We. k am 
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L i.e. his spirit is] the bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in 
the wilderness, and are dead ; [because it only supported the outward 
man, and was typical of spiritual bread, which nourisheth the soul to 
eternal life.] This is the bread which cometb down from heaven, that 
a man may eat thereof aud not die. I am [that is my spirit is] the 
living bread which came down from heaven : if any man eat of this 
[spiritual] bread, he shall live forever ; and the bread that I will give 
him is my flesh. Saith the Jews, how can this man give us his flesh 
to eat ? Then said Jesus unto them, verily, verily, I say unto you, ex- 
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 
no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketb my blood, hath 
eternal life ; and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed : he that eatelh my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me and I in him. As the living 
Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father ; so he that eateth me, 
even shall live by me." 

" This is that bread which came down from heaven : not as your 
fathers did eat manna, and are dead. He that eateth of this bread 
shall live forever." These last verses are explanatory of what he 
meant by giving bis flesh for the life of the World. What is mention- 
ed in a figure must be realized by a participation of his spirit, in order 
to the soul's immortality aud eternal life. 

Thus you see the great business of religion and Christianity is to be 
obedient to God through Jesus Christ, his mediatorial spirit. The 
soul is as really to be born of God, by his divine spirit, as the body 
is born of the world by the spirit of the world. We are first consti- 
tuted and compounded, body and soul, of the world. This is Adam 
the earthly nature, or first man, wherein if we depend after the soul 
has been made alive by the inspiration of the Almighty, this produc- 
es death-so in Adam all die. But even in this state, if we receive 
this divine sp.ru\ which is Christ in his second appearing, and depend 
upon it— so m Christ all are made alive. F 

tn Mm th i^- ine T l ! °r ?° d that must first make the soul alive m> 
nr lib 5?K l0g ^ -° f u h,S C3D effect Jt « So aft <* transgression 
or death of the soul, it i. the same power that restores it to lifein God 

Thus it may be considered the first and second coming of Christ 

u V- °l G ,°, d ; firSt ' t0 make the soul a,i ve unto him and e 
condly, if it should transgress and die to rait* it f™ .1 j ". * 

newness of life, to serve the living God I ^ ^ dead ,Dt ° 

Here is Christ's first and second abearance T annr^., a •» 

redemption, but h T ,be WOMAN » f Ann Le'e * ** f " H 

"Let Q.d be .rue M d every man a liar;" and so \e is, aod <% 
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who thus iraduce the Saviour of the world. Who is Aod "Lee ? Cer- 
tainly not the mother of ihe Shakers, nor ai y one livi, g, but their 
mistress ! Or why do you follow her, and make lb power of Christ 
void in man, but by this woman? In so tioing, do you not exalt this 
Woman above Christ, and worship her? For shame ! You tbat make 
sexual intercourse even in lawful wedlock ihe sin of allsins, will make 
religion nothing, and the power of Christ void in man only, as you 
have to do with a woman, ll is a burlesque upon common sense, re« 
Jigion and every thing serious ! 

Thus you see, by the doctrine of the scripture in a few words, how 
your system is demolished, which you have been patching and con- 
necting together part of a century. And the reason is obvious, be- 
cause your foundation is not on Christ Jesus the rock of ages, against 
which the gates of Hell cannot prevail, but on Ann Lee, whom you 
stile his co-worker, his bride, the Lamb's wife, the mother of his spir- 
itual offspring, a poor fallible, weak woman, who so far from having 
power against the gates of hell, opened the very sluices of it in her- 
self, by intemperance, and to cover it would say she was in the state 
of the drunkard; that it was necessary ehe should be baptized into 
all states, that she might sympathize with all. And at other tinesj 
that the sins of the people were upon her, and that under their weight 
she would stagger and reel, and even spue, to void them from her 
stomach. But what says common fame ? I will tell you what a can- 
did man told me : That his father lived near New Lebanon, in the 
days of Ann Lee, and that he frequently saw her drink and intoxicat- 
ed, and that liquor was abundantly used by her and the Elders in that 
day. And what says Thomas Brown, in his history of the Shakers, 
about mothers being intoxicated ? Why, that she got drunk and spu- 
ed ; and this I have had from Thomas' mouth too. These things I 
dont find that you contradict. And further, if ynu should, Thomas 
says he has incontestible proof of it, and that you will not, or dare 

not do it. c . 

Now, what are professors and even profane to think of you, who 
claim to be branches of such a root. Notwithstanding your outward- 
ly beautiful appearance, of what use will it be to you in the day of ac- 
count, if you are inwardly full of deception, nay all uncleanness, rot- 
tenness, stench and dead mens bones? Like graves which appear not. 
In vain will be all your building on so corrupt a foundation. 

But I hope better things of the sincere part of you, and things 
which accompany salvation ; whether you are of this class, you are 
better able than myself to determine. 

But if you, the leaders of this society, have instituted this plan ot 
salvation in the will and wisdom of man, (and surely from the com- 
plexion it wears it seems evident) how must your case stand in the 
day of righteous retribution? How any unprejudiced man or set «* 
men, from the scriptures of Irutb could devise such a plan, is exceed 
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wg ifnogff, nay impossible. But when I consider the Iieterrger.c^s 
medley which constitutes professed cbristeodom, as having its origin 
with the beast and false prophet, or in other words, originated in the 
Will and wisdom of man, separate and detached from the divine will, I 
cease to marvel ; that you have come op with your Dame, I do not 
mean the Lord ovr righteousness, but a name which implies this defec- 
tive, to wit — The Lord and Ann Lee our righteousness. As if the 
Lord was not what he declares himself to be — I am God, and beside 
me there is no Saviour 

This notion which you have in regard to Ann Lee's being tbe se» 
r.ond or spiritual Eve, Christ's wife, and as to her being as essential in 
producing a regenerated offspring as a natural mother to a natural off- 
spring, is, of all the ideas that ever yet appeared, the most wild, ex- 
travagant and presumptuous. Ye have conceived and brought forth 
not only wind, mischief and falsehood, but a monster, a woman, na- 
turally as corrupt as yourselves, and married her to CHRIST, in or- 
der to your spiritual existence, or being born again of incorruptible 
seed. No marvel if you miss of if, if this is your plan. But yott 
may not fail of getting some hy your enchantments to be dupes to 
yonr system, to be " hewers of wood and drawers of water." 

If the story of En -ice Chapman be true, in regard to your smug- 
gling her children from her, how much worse is it to bereave a tender 
mother of her children, than it is for you to increase your numbers by 
lawful wedlock, and so fulfil the first in nature and greatest com- 
mand— « Re fruitful, multiply and replenish the earth, &c." This 
you are frilling others should do, or why do you kidnap their child- 
ren r Be assured, though judgment creeps with woolen feet, it will 
surely overtake with iron hands. If you distort and do violence to 
senpture to make out your heterogenous system, for conscience sake 
dont make widows and fatherless children by your religion. Remem- 

S\£ft5f i i P °'*S i * , '2 e " reli S ionis this, to visit the widow 
and the fatherless ,n their afflictions, and to keep yourselves unspot- 
ted from the world." I know the latter is your pretension, but what 
£ 1 the world tbmk of it, when you not only make the widow by ta- 

dren £££&£* bUt 3ffiiCt " d diSlrCSS «" *«**» ** 
A tree is known by its fruits, and not by the wind th** Ma_. 

and cn-.versation th ey UZ to VtSfr ^ "" '*■ C ° nd,,Ct 

Mbtd z'xzi h ;i:z^i r;'r ' rf >™«»% *- *«> ex- 

ure, ihere L Zt^W *&£? f ""? ' u"? - C0 ^~ 
.he true, and is „„, tfcfc ,b ec Le-1 A, Z7*t°*° ^ uT" bu * 
are thieves and robbers," sailb Christ Is , „m .1 T° before me 
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t^act may be, if they are not the result of (he life of Christ in us, wje 1 
act the part of thieves and rubbers, by excluding his government in 
us. We rob him ot his rule and reign ill us, whuse right it is, and 
deprive ourselves ot the invaluable tieasure of his spirit. 

L'<ok at it : 1 do not mean you, more than others who " strain at a 
gnat and swallow a camel." What if you eircuoicise yourselves, and 
put on all ihe outward appearance of the christian; what is this but 
"garnishing the sepulchres ot the dead," covering the wolf in sheep's 
cloathing, aid the serpent with the appearance of the dove, taking up 
a daily cross, not to follow Christ, but to assume his appearance to de- 
ceive the world, and in the end, the loss of the soul ? This must una- 
voidably be the result of all your shew of sanctity, if it proceeds 
not from a real birth and life of the spirit of Christ in the soul ; and 
where and with whom this is the case, what need is there of anxiety 
about externals? If the inside is clean, that is to say, if the spirit of 
Christ dwells there, will not the outside be clean also? Must assured- 
ly. What need then of Ann Lee in the work of the soul's new 
birth, sanctificatjon and redemption? Certainly not any, unless God 
is not Almighty, and Jesus Christ nothing without her; all which 
blasphemous absurdity your system, published to the world, under the 
title of Christ's Second Appearing, argues. 

No marvel to me, that to make cut your system of the grossest 
.absurdity that rational beings were ever guilty of, that it required a 
volume of a duodecimo size, containing 622 pages of small print, to 
make it wear the least appearance of truth. To establish one point, 
that Ann Lee is the mother of all the children of regeneration, you 
have ransacked scripture from Genesis to Revelations, twisting and 
untwisting; such parts of llicm as you thought would answer your pur- 
pose, and by sophistry applied them in the most abominable fabrica- 
tions. The linsey-woolsey garment, the cake half baked, and the 
half Jew and half Ashdod under the Jewish dispensation, is nothing, 
as to abomination, to be compared with it. What ) leH to the world 
a story, and pretend to prove it by scripture too,that you don't believe 
yourselves ? This is like the woman who read the bible to her servants 
in this way — that if they did not keep the kitchen clean, when they 
died they would go to hell. If so, it would seem you think all dupes 
and fools but yourselves. Fools, I will acknowledge we ought to be 
for Christ's sake, but not for Ann Lee's sake, nor to build up your 
baseless fabric, that rests upon her. 

Suppose every society had come forward in systematizing as you 
have, for all have the same right, and all perhaps can boast of as great 
patterns of piety as Ann Lee. The Quakers might have hit upon a 
Margaret Fell, the Presbyterians upon a Phillis W heady, fneXJniver- 
fialiste upon Jemima Wilkinson, and so on; and worked these women 
into the syslems, with as much propriety and art as you have Ann 
I ec into yours. What would have beer, the consequence ? Why, m 
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this wav Chr.9t would be imposed upon with as many wives, by rot- 
ten tysieui makers, as Solomon bau, vt as you Lave spiritual wives ill 
your society. 

As ludicrous as this may appear, yet is it not due to you, for your 
fol ) in giving Christ Ann Lee to wite? 

VY ere you honest and sincere in this idea, that Christ roust have 
a niie to beget children in the regeneration, you nvuld only went 
furtli in the liuht und ability derived Ik bi Chiisl ; fliei your concep- 
tions as to ihe process by which regeneration and the new birth is ef- 
fected, would have bee legally b. goiten, but now they are bastaids 
and nut sons. Hence all the abomination which you have in 6"i2 pa- 
ges published to the world, concerning Ann Lee's being equal wifh 
Christ, and Ihe mother of all who constitute the true church. 

Wbal y«m have said concerning "the true character of the church 
or Chris., ev.de t|> appears to be a mere fabr cation, suited to a 
plan intituled in the will and wisdom of man. Hence, according to 
the order von have adopted as to church government, the scriptures 
ere q „. ,ed to *.,■ cion it, and made to bend to suit the particular cast 

of -Chris liT C r m rrV f ' * We *>' 0U *****, "The church 
of Christ .scored of such as are called aid chosen of God, out 
of the sp „t and pract.ee ol the world." This is very well, but will 
[follow Iron, .hence, as you have falsely added, that in obedience to 
that call they arc all separated from the rest of mankind, and united n 
one body ; [,„ plan, English as the Shakers are 1 

fMSrdS 2 be ' f T 3C,S of ^hteousness, by that good 

L^SiM ZZPf*** U 9 « d be ^ cruise 3 

&E2^^***™* P*, as toth.uk 
•f mankind, and ^tT«^JJT^fi« *** -st 
«om,n i .t»n of Christians under beaveo ' 1 * aU 7 °r ™ 7 ^ de ° 
J"" ™ not. But ,o answer your ^ectarln v " *""' ' ,bi, ' k 

«, y.u have done it. It is nrXhl. v Z * a " d Ca,naI P W P°* 

O-ch .ratified in getting to yK^ NA W J "^ ^ b * aS 
ans. For all who are so tenar.nn« 7 ^. A ME, as other Baby loni- 
except the Lord 0W *fi^*^£t «" the ™l™ «T «-e, 
guch of >„ r righteousness Ta ,'n T£$%J? * h ° 3SCrihe « 
Chnst of Naaretb| evidem|y dedare - oM oad Lane, ^esua 

Were you consonant with the qrrmi,, 
bove assenlo,,, .. Ihat „, e oh.,se„ of C 7^" ^ ° f m,kin « "»«• 
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and people, they that fear God aid work righteousness are accepted 
of hi. 11." " Fur the same Lurd over all is rich unto all thai call up- 
on him," whether he is Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free. For in 
this sh-.te, whatever a man's outward situation may be, as to his being 
umted to this, that, or the other body of professed christians, or whe- 
ther he is not connected with any, or whether he has heard any thing 
of the different names as to the professions of religion, this alters not 
the prim iple of righteousness in him, which is the spirit of Christ, 
wno to such a snui is all in all : bufr**" Ann Lee uothitig al all, any 
more than any other person of equal plot) .* 

rjy This you know to be tine, nor dare you deny it. 

Now, what tuii.k ye, that the Church is co ti ed to ai y body of 
people or professing Christians, much less to lb< fe« who have sepa- 
rated themselves under a belief in a Female Saviour ? A< d how . »n 
you but abhor this idea, when the lip ot truth has asserted, " that ill 
Christ Jesus there is neither male nor female," bn' all are one. r l hat 
is 10 say, those who are born of incorrupt ible seed, and so in spirit, 
come to be new creatures, eiiher male 01 female as to lln i c< iporai 
organs ; yet genders do not apply to spirits, but are eohfa eo I he 
corporal systems which they inhabit', nor is it rational in this < I ai ged 
state to cease the use of the or&aws, bul tl it !><-> al I ( bead, d by 
divine w.sdom, and used to the glory ot Goil.f L i natuie's de- 
mands be answered in nature, in the discretion and I y the . uecliot f 
the grace of God, which hath appei red to all men, leacjiu g »h< d< y- 
j, g all ungodliness. Is it ungodly to a s«e: the prensi .g demai ds of 
that nature and feeling, which a wise God for wise ; u ; ■ ses has or- 
dained? Certainly not, provided the kingdom of h avi n ■■> (i it-, right- 
eousness is first and uppermost in lh« affi rtions ; th n (h s ml i g pow- 
er will so regulate, that all things necessary (. i d tht iJen anria of na- 
ture are necessary as a life in nature is necessary ai d the fulfilment ■■■ 
them discreetly) shall be added. Nay, verily, bi t this is godliness 
which is great gain, because it redonnds to the g!< ry of God in fulfil- 
ling his demands, both in nature and grace, by the governing princi- 
ple of his wisdom. But this is ungodliness, tot to seek first the 
kingdom of heaven and its righteousness, ad thence to give unre- 
strained latitude to all the passions in the most licentious indulgences. 
Know ye not that ye are the temple of G<-d, and that the spit it of 
God dwellelhin you? Therefore, fulfill all his c mmsnds, both in na- 
ture and grace, agreeably to his wisdom w hich dwell* th in you. Dis 

* This addition I mi<rht have spared— and so you n.av say of all (lie rest: but 
be willing to hear with both ears and th« h judre ; for it your system fallrar tba 
tone'! of tinman investigation how abhorrent ipuM it b. in the divine sight? 

+ Now, I believe you mav be all .wed .he Fibertj to " had about a sister, a 
wife, as well as other mpuatfr-*." For none can a( t in the sphere ot life with so 
much propriety and to the plory al God, as those who aie governed by bis wis- 
dom, both „, nature and r-ace- I mi h to erjlarpe on ihis subject, but rn 3 limits 
lot permit ; "for where the spirit of the Lord ts, there is liberty. 



vi.'sit not Km providence, but have faith in his blessed arm of power, 
who is able to say to the stormy passions of life be still, and to the 
proud tempestuous billow? ol the elements, yea to the ministers of el- 
ementary lite, hither shall ye come and no furt er, and there shall 
your proud waves be staid ! Here, then, in faith in his name your lights 
Blight so shine in your different domestic circles, as husband and wife, 
p .-rents and children, that others seeing your good works might have 
cause to glorify your heave, ly father. Good works, both in nature 
and grace, because bound by his wisdom. Then you would be as the 
salt ot the earth, which being scattered amongst mankind in detached 
bodies and in domestic circles, which would have a savor of life a- 
mong them; much more than if the light was confined to united com- 
part bodies comparable to beds of ease, and the salt in a measure 
comnareable to the confines of these bodies, which would be abun- 
dantly more useful scattered among the children of men, than to keep 
U in a collected capacity. You know salt can't save meat if it is 
kept in one mass detached from it, but it must be strewed amongst it ; 
in also with the light, ,{ it is confined to one house or people, it can- 
no I diffuse itself to others and be so useful as it would be if thev, the 
individuals t this houses each as candlesticks in detached and sepa- 
rate situations among mankind, should bear the light to the glory of 
God. Then you would be the disciples of Christ indeed ; the salt 
ot the earth, and the LIGHT of the world. 

You will please to excuse this digression, for my view of you in 
this situation is enrapturing indeed. But on the other hand when I 
view you ,n your detached secluded situation, it makes me think of a 
body of stagnant water, which is rendered lifeless and even stinking 
for the want of circulation. Cut to return. S 

Now making the best of Ann Lee, say nothing about her defects 
in point of character, she was nothing without Christ ; ye7yo7ha Ve 
mad, her the Ch^rcm, the Mother of all that are ZuJZcwZ 
Chrst Jesus: a,d, to cap the climax, the Lord our riglUeol esS or 

brought f, nb falsehood^ a\Mo : r in °t y rr eived wind a " d 
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But now I will (ell you. First, however, let me observe, that from 
your apparent sanctity I expected the most solemn tueue 1 had ever 
witnessed. Perhaps my ide s were too much raised, ard therefore 
when the meeting itself opened to my view, I wa? much disappointed. 
Be that as it may, when I became seated, the meeting gathered and o- 
pened in a style so foreign to solemn spiritual worship, 1 was much af- 
fected, even to tears, to see so many of mj dear brothers and sisters 
in a natural relation, whose countenances seemed to bespeak something 
better than fanaticism and delusion, go forth to perform divine spirit- 
ual worship in acts of DIVERSION. O! how unlike that devotion, 
when in the silence of all flesh (or the spirit of nature) the sou! is in 
holy converse with the spirit of the Almighty, whose inspiration giveth 
it understanding and enjoyment in things of a divine nature, is your ?o- 
dolo singing and dancing? Instead of discovering a manifestation of ihe 
mighty power of God through you, who formerly were termed Sha- 
kers, because of your shaking and quaking in you* devotions, under a 
sense of his gracious presence; behold nothing more extraordinary 
among you than any carnal man or woman can at any time perform— 
and indeed no spirit discoverable in your devotion, but what is com- 
mon to the world at large. Certainly your singing and dancing seems 
to comport more with the spirit of dissipation, than that of divine in- 
spiration : and as to your exhortation and preaching, instead of that 
energy in which the words of the Apostles were uttered, and that a- 
maaiflg power which accompanied their preaching and sending light 
into the understanding and conversion into the hearts — how fiat and 
spiritless are you in your exhortations, and destitute of the benign en- 
ergetic spirit of the gospel in your preaching? Therefore, it seemed 
to me more like a mock meeting, than a real one of devotion— « like 
children in the markets, and calling unto their fellows aid saying, we 
have piped unto you, and ye have not danced ; we have mourned un- 
to you, and ye have not lamented." But wisdom is justified of her 
children, and they are not confined to the pale of your society, nor 
any other, nor to any particular mode of worship ; but they that fear 
God and work righteousness are accepted of him, whether they have 
any name to religion or not, or whether they are members of societies 
that call themselves Christians, Jews, or Mahometans. Neither names 
nor modes alter the heart, change the affections, nor regenerate the 
soul ; but it is giving Ihe heart up to the Lord, agreeable to bis call, 
saying, I am the clay, thou art the potter, make me and fashion me,0 
Lord, according to thy will. 

«« For modes of faith let graceless zea'ots fight, 
His can't be wrong whose life is in tbe right." 

To conclude: Were you ever sensible of goins; forth in the spirit 

and power of the highest, return to it aeain that you may have more 

»n a skeleton, shadow, or shew in religioD, yea tbe very lite and 
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power of it ; for, surely, if you are so favored with trie power of God 
ns to work miracles, certainly it would seem there would be something 
of it discoverable in your devotions. Don't take so high ground as 
never to l»e seen standing on it. Don't turn dev tion info DIVER- 
SIOX, nor religion into hypocrisy. Don't a sume works to that de- 
cree, nor in that shape, that will rob God of his glory and give his 
praise to image?, lest von become idolaters, and cause the interior 
classes of men and women in your society to bow down to and worship 
you. But let your faith be in God alone, and yur works so corres- 
ponding as that he may be praised and honored in all his injunctions 
and commands, both in nature and grace. Don't trammel the minds 
of the youth and inexperienced among you, with wro g apprehensions 
of God ; that he ran be known through any other medium to the sal- 
tation of the a >ul, than by an immediate revelation of his own spirit 
to the sou!. Remcmbei in^, that whatever has priority or preference 
to tins, whether it is your own instructions or even the Bible itself, is 
a thief and a robber. For it is virgin souls, that is, those that are 
chaste and pure in their devotions to Christ, that conceive the immor- 
tal seed of divine life in the soul, by the overshadowing of the Holy 
Gh st. J 

Tins is the male and female correspondence in order to immortality 
and eternal life in the soul, for which you have so abortively labored 
to make nut Ann Lee to be the mother of all the truly begotten of 
G^d. But so far from it, if she was a recipient of it herself, it was to 
the extent she could go. It is the soul, a spirit, that stands in need of 
divine hfe ; nor can it be communicated to it, but by the overshadow- 
ing of the highest. This overshadowing must be to every individual 
soul, so certain as it is made a partaker of a divine, heavenly nature — 
i, look at it : admitting that Ann Lee received a change through 
this medium, it was not an „ff pring of her's, descending as the natu- 
ral offspring of earthly parents, who in their turn would become pa- 
rents, and so on ad infinitum ; because if was only a regeneration or 
changmg the soul from nature to grace, from earthly to divine affec" 
tions, and from thence no new offspring could descend from her but 
% JSZtXH *£*«*« na !" ra! <° ««*'"• Sections from 




vine life a„. hich ~ the ^ game ^J « = ™ - -* « 
not an oBiprmg or descendant from the soul but a rfian J T„r , ' 
the meal *a, changed by the operation of "he leaven S ° Ul ' " 

Hence you seethe impropriety of calling kpr ,„"•! r 

which shall be accounted worthy to bH n Lt I V l™ ^ 

rection from the dead, neither mar y nor JL j£ ' ^ the "«* 

can they die any more ; for thTa^ ES^rA 
ch:ldreu of the resurrection. 'And who 1 1° L£*£? 2S 
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fife to the soul, but Christ in the soul ? who declared, "T am the reg* 
urrection and the life; he that believeth in me, ihou 6 h he were dead, 
yet shall he live." 

Now as that was not first (as 'o (he slate of the soul) which i- [di- 
vinely] spiritual, but that [spirit] which is natural ; hence ihe ne< essi- 
ty of a change, and this is effected by that which Ihe A ostle says is 
afterward, and this is a divine spirit <md changes the soul, provided it 
is passive to its embraces and holy operations, bonis thus devoted 
constitute the Church, the bride, the Limb's wife, and he their holy- 
head and heavenly husband. Whether their mortal bodies are n ale 
or female, gender extends no further, their souls are all one in Christ 
Jesus, the objects of his embraces, the subjects of Iiin regard. u I will 
be to them a God, and ihey shall be to me a people."* In 'his state 
they have no more occasion to say, every man to his brother and to 
his neighbor, know ye the Lord ; for in this dispensation all shall 
know me, saith the Lord, from the least unto the greatest. They 
shall beat their swords into plough share*, and their spears into prim* 
ing hooks; nation shall not rise up against nation, neither shall (hey 
learn war any more." Because they have become children of the 
Lord by the changing operation of his spirit, and are all taught of 
the Lord, and great shall be their p«Wtr. Not the children of Aim 
hee, by Jesus Christ, whom you falsely stile the mother of all the 
children of regeneration. 

Are ye so far departed from the dictates of the holy spirit, as thus 
to systematize, as if the spirit was not able to beget its likeness, in the 
souls of all, and complete the new birth, and so produce the children 
of regeneration without the assistance of Ann Lee ! ! ! 

Out of your own mouths ye shall be judged. L-'okat your book of 
inconsistencies, which you have the hardiness to call Christ's second 
appearing; which in fact is more like Ann Lee's second appearing, 
Christ's total eclipsing How strange it i9, that your virtue is such 
that you will not obev God's commands. That as he has made you 
male and female, and for this cause he has declared a man shall (not 
may) leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife, aid they two 
shall be oue flesh; and what God h^th joined together, (thus in wed- 
lock) let no man put asunder. Does not the scriptures «ay, that 
« marriage is honorable, and the bed undefined ; bul adulterers and 
whoremongers God will judge?" Of which class are you ? Not of the 
married and honorable, for this you stile the sins of all the most sin- 
ful and abominable, though commanded by Jehovah. Thus you hr>ve 
become not or ly as God's to know good and evil, but wiser than God 
himself, by distrusting his wisdom and his power: His wisdom to di- 
rect, and his power to preserve in all movements of his requiring. 
Thus to avoid one extreme, committing the sin which you think one 
first parents were guilty of, you have run into another of equal if not 
greyer magnitude. Nor will I charge you with being whoremnpgera 

* Not that Christ and Ann Lee shall be to the people a Gcd, and their oS* 
spring shall bo to thera a people. 

C 
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and adulterers in the fleih ; this yourselvef and spiritual wives can de* 
lermiiie. But one thing is strange, that you should abstain from wives 
in the bVb, cleave to them in the spirit, and even impose one upon 
Christ, and declare that without which no church regeneration nor spir- 
itual offspring can be bad !! .' In the flesh treat the woman as an a- 
fconjinatton; but in the spirit exalt her as a blessing and the only 
means of salvation. "If you are so unfaithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, who will give you the true riches?" If you thus abuse tem- 
poral gifts, bow will you improve spiritual ones ? If you will not be- 
lieve Moses and the Prophets, how can you be persuaded by one 
from the dead ? Therefore, for the Lord's sake, for your own soul's 
sake, and that of the blessed cause of Christianity, be not re- 
proached and become a hiss and a by word among the nations, « re- 
turn unto the Lord who will have mercy, and unto our God who will 
abundantly pardon. He will teach you of his ways, and guide you 
in his paths, which are pleasantness and peace." 

For your acts, your system making and your doctrine as londlr 
procla.msyou to be out of the way, as a ,ree is known by its fruits. 
You say, < the spir.t of Christ was never committed to man to be 
at his disposal God a ways required that man should be subject to 
ac un ta Uf Y 8P,nt ' Tb "™7 correct; but how do you 
Ih 7J nY.? Ur ge ! , J e , ral re P u,at,0 » " the line of your dealing, with 
*h«t you call the world's people, stands pretty fair; I mean as to the 
articles you ra.se, make and vend, with a few exceptions 1W ?#E 
the result of the dictates of the snirit » If ^ ;„fi i , , th ' S 

to it in their honesty and iSfoi I 1, 'J ?*? '^ "k^ 

standing in this respect is as hi ^ * Z . ° f ,bem wbo8e 

the christian ^^ftW the ? - P roach not 
said of any christian^ X neaven' B t ZTV^ "" ** 
no greater revelation than the nSrifTa r i h ,S ' lt needs 

character in dealing must stand foir or P ,T ( L' C,a,e thaf ^ OUf 

Ward glory. Still, I leave to y u to T^T" ^ ^ "* in ° ut - 
tpirit of Christ, or the world (hit " L determ '"?' whether it is the 
There is one thing, howeve,' llnXCe Tt* ^V^poral. 
m you was subj ct to the controu ZT, ~"~ u ,bes P ir,tof «he world 
spirit of Christ, I very much doubt wbeTh' *** 8°^™ ment ° f tbe 
at.zed against the commands of God i ♦ ^ K °? d baVes J^<n- 
power in grace. ' Uod ,n natur *, and distrusted his 

Was the spirit of Christ your guide trl^n 
second appearing?" If it wa J g not y™ W h/™ " r ° ,e " Christ '* 
be dictated by his spirit, that it mil f £f **"??. rev,8 « " and let it 
appearing, without sin unto JCSL^r^ 6 ?^ 'J 6 bi> 6ec <^ 
spmt becomes your wisdom, hi, S a " n,h ''^e it. When his 

comfort and yo'ur hope," doub I A ?T i ?™ tor ' bis ,ife " Tour 
Jinaen of it than this book, you n ear ^' ° "*" hs,ve a **Uer*Z 
I humbly crave may be tiT^^* ***™^ affi >^- WhSS, 
* *M and redeemed «^^ »P- 4 
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1 do not wish to be tedious or troublesome. Please to bear wi 
me a little further, for it is for your sakes as well as my own that I la- 
bor. Please to say what spirit dictated this assertion in your Christ's 
second appearing, page 397 and 8 r 

•' William, Prince of Orange, first established liberty of conscience by law 
in England, about tbe year 1689. To his honor, the Friends partook of that 
righteous grant ; but to their shame, as the witness of God, it was granted to 
them, in particular, upon their humble request, and their religion established 
by law." . . . 

This is a loose phraseology, and may be understood in this way : tuat 
the Friends, to their shame, partook of a righteous grant, the liberty 
of conscience. Bui I suppose you meant that it was a shame for them 
as the witnesses of God, t<» petition a secular power for this prant; 
not a shame to accept the privilege, without petitioning for it. If this 
is your meaning, 1 heartily concur with you in sentiment. Bui what 
have you done 1^7 years since, when you have had the experience 
of so roanv years to improve in? Have you petitioned a secular pow- 
er on the'very same account, but much less in magnitude? lou will 
rierhaps sav nay. If so, what do you call your pamphlet printed in 
2d mo. 20th, 1816, and laid before the members of the legislature ot 
this state, wherein you plead like Emperors to be freed from taxation 
in lieu of personal military duty I You may call it what you please. 
The world's people and this carnal power (the legislature) to whom lo 
your shame and indignily you have petitioned for favors, will call it a 
remonstrance ; as your concluding paragraph humbly aheweth, thus— 
« We confidently trust, that the [not honorable but what is the difference m 
noint of fiattery between that and} resectable Legislature of this state, w. II 
consider our cause to be just, and will take measures to secure to us our reh- 
^! and constitutional rights ; and that they will not exercise , •» hberty, m 
«-ard to our conscientious feelings, than the neighboring spates have done 

« Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thy- 
self 7 Thou that preachest that a man should not steal, dost thou steal . 
Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou com. 
nit adultery! Thou that abhorrest idols, dost tbpu coronut sacri- 
lege 7 " , . . 
Therefore to your shame it is a. disgrace, as professing christians, 

that wherein ye fault others ye are guilty yourselves. 

And you say their [the Friends] religion is established by law* 
The loose manner in which you have thrown these expressions toge- 
ther, seems to imply quibling, when you are tested on these points. 
But that you intended that it should be so understood, see further ex. 
nrpssions of vour same book, page 403 : 

F « But wain when the Friends, in the declining state of their power, applied 
to an arm of fl^h for protection, and had their religion established by law hey 
nnfted with th G e remaining power of tbe beast, through the mfluence of which 
they became a dead, lifeless body, as a people. .,., r h hw> 

If it was so, that the Friends had their rel.gion established by law, 
they are much to be blamed ; because by this act they must have ab 
jured their faith in Christ, their only head potentate, prophet, pr est 
wd king. You must produce better proof of it than esiabl.shmg lu> 
£y of conscience by law, ai you throw your own "church amor* 
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the general wreck of false buildings," which you are endeavoring to 
Cslabiish upon ihe rums of all others. See wherein you judge others 
you condemn yourselves. Your remonstrance to (what in jour reli- 
gion strains yuu call the power of the beast, yet when you hnmbJe 
yourselves betore it for lavors you call it respectable) the legislature 
for liberty of conscience, in paying a $4 tax in lieu of military ser- 
vice, is a much fouler elain upon you and argues greater weakness in 
the christian faith than the Friends petitioi hg tor liberty of consci- 
ci ce, that they might worship God peaceably unmolested, free from 
stripes, imprisonment and death, which many of them experienced. 
If granting liberty of conscience is establishing religion by law, 
then you are equally emlty with the Friends, and your system as 
corruptly founded, a- d bow much more so, I leave it to you to judge, 
whj. have constituted An Lee as your mother in regeneration. 

But the truth is, granting liberty of conscience is so far from es- 
tablishing the religion of any particular sector denomination by law, 
thai ,i is a free toleration to all, « provided such liberty of conscience 
toe not so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify prac- 
tices inconsistent with the peare ai.d safety of the serular power!" 

I hat ,l,s a false assertion yon have published to the world, that 
the Friends had their religion established by law, mav be clearly seen 
by the writing of the most eminent among them in that day. See 
the select works works of Wm. Penn, page 633, in his good advice 

by it' E " gIand heSdya > speaki "S of church establishment 

scandled at that expression To m X MScSSl^i V ^ ° ften be ™ 
from those of the robe. ■ What do LTtalh fo > n" ?' En e hD *< especially 
J*-/ a, „ that d ete, min ed the ^A'tS^^** 

fc^SftK tl £ ^ f t; ^ --**-* r- 

y.m have premised in regard totheFr K . f h f reforc > ou see what 
to conclude that your concl io, as^o £* V* 8 *'™* » is biit fair 
h,«j t as a peopfe' are *$!!&!*££"' ^^ * «™ d > m ™ 

« What do^o„ talk for? Our religio tearhSffi aboVe ^ted. 
Samst the flesh, and is by Christ and A 1 t , bear our crosa * 

the religion of all the re^t of m , k l h , a ? *SW As * 
«g, was false and without founder " ,D lhc habit of ma "J' 

Is copulation under the moot l«,r„i • 
jbe. acceding ,„ , hi . c r,„Z i 1 ,7have I" 9 ft" ? " S °> 
J>ave made man male and female. If °" thVT' u" b 1 eller "otto 
above .to i, wri.fen, and beyond G d hinSTb hwe . "?«>. wise 
ed tbe male and .be female, bnt no i , ,.„ ™ K , ? f " ,s<,om ordai "- 
W« of conjunction, a „ 8aith Cb ris U„ lhe sit Wy '*»'""» 

• v* iu me scriptures, see Mat, 
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jix. 4: Mark X. 6. God made them male and female. For Ihitf 
cause shall a man leave his lather and mulht r and cleave to his wife, 
what therefore Goo hath joined together let no man put asunder. But 
you teach a different doctrine, forbidding to marry, which the scrip- 
tures say is the doctrine of devils. So, in your wisdom to avoid the 
flesh, have you not become preachers for the devil? 

Are ye so without understanding, both in nature and grace, as to 
stile sexual intercourse a sinful act, because it is an act of the flesh, 
whenevery act of man which is under the controul ot a carnal spir- 
it is the work of :he flesh? Whether in eating or drinking, or whatev- 
er else is done under the presiding of this spirit, even taking up the 
cro-s against the flesh, a. d all pretensions to worship God, is still 1 the 
works of the flesh ; and y<u cannot, nor dare not, deny it. And on 
the contrary, every act of the creature which is ur.der the presiding 
of Christ's spirit in man, is to the glory ot God, and yon dare not to 
say to the contrary. Has he not made made man male and t em ale, in 
order to a succession in a natural sense, in order to vmntuml Tins 
you dare not deny. These two pent, being established, what fol- 
lows? Shall not his works go h to operation? \ou say yea, both by 
precept and example, except begetting Successors. Wny would you 
stop or withstand God io thi-s as without it his whole creation and 
design as to man must be frustrated ? This you dare not deny. Vo 
Too not see yourselves opposed to God, by tradition and doctrine and 
example too*? Does it imply defectiveness on your part or on the part 
of God Almighty? On your part you nm t own, with blushing and 
confusion of fare. But for his sake and his cause, w hichhe has or- 
dained, first in nature, in order tograce; that mar. should first exist 
in nature, then in grace, and so by grace through faith be made >« 
heir of immortality and eternal life. If you have not strength and 
faith enough to bear it, and vision enough to see it, do not oppose him 
anv longer by perpetuating your traditions to after ages. But silent- 
ly and meekly cpnfen your weakness, that through waul of an entire 
faith in God you have to cut off right ha id! and pluck out right eyes 
o enter his kingdom. But I beseech yen for the righteous cause and 
blessed Redeemer's sake, don't proclaim this doctrme to the world 
that the kingdom of heaven n.*1 be entered only by the halt, by Jie 
blind and the mimed ; for the defect only lies with the creature and 
cot with the creator. . , fi , 

Thus you see your want of faith renders you unequal to fulfi 
God's design; therefore forbear your presumptuous precepts, thai 
W socTety" and toe of your faith constitute the only true church 
iTLnh. Call in your publications, which shew to tj™£ ** 
you would fain build up B society by your tradition* and not by he 
alone power of God, which you say m man n nothing without the 

V When I beean to w.ite I had no prospect « f^**™^ 
limits of a sheet ; but the more I read your book, the more I discover 
your want of truth and consistency. Please to read your ideas ol 
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Christ's ehurc'u m the apostles days, see C. second appearing, page 
104 ; a d then read concerning tbe foundation pillars of the church> 

i')n AAf\ C... 



We spirit of anointing with which Jesus himself was anointed ana wmcu u*s uh» 
promised to send (horn, to lead them into all truth. 

" Here, tlieo, was the true institution of the primitive Church j even the 
spirit of truth and revelatioo of God given to tbe Apostles, was the foundation 
upon which the church was built. The anointing of the Holy Ghost, that is, 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone : Christ dwelling in his people and 
tbey in him, according' to promise." 

Again — " Jesus promised them saying, ' I will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another comforter, that he may abide with you forever; even the spir- 
it of truth, whom the world cannot receive.' When he( the spirit of truth) is 
come, he will guide you into all truth ; for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever be shall hear. Hint shall he speak, and he will shew you things to come. 
^"This was tbe spiiit which the Apostles received on tbe day of pentecost.— 
This was the rule of their faith, the bond of their union, and the spring of their 
actions." * b 

Now let me ask you, granting this description of the true church 
to be correct, seeing its genuineness, foundation and increase consists 
m the divfiic spiritual revelation of God to man, and he becomes a 
member of it by receiving, and remains one by obeying this spirit of 
revelation, where in is '.t defective and not complete in all its parts ?— 
Was not th.s spirit, which you say tbe Apostles received and was to 
be with fhe followers of Christ to the end of the world, and was the 
rule of their faith, (he bond of their union, and the spring of their ao 
Icons, nffcient to make all who would receive and obey it, the chil- 
<?ren of regeneration ? Did it not make the Apostles so, and all who 
have experience, th» change from that day to this ? Did not Christ 
declare himself to be the vine, his true followers the branches ■ and 
Mi he branch cannot bring forth fruit except it abide in the vine so 

Chn tsufSc ml fa. renovation, regeneration and the new birth ? The 
Apos le says it « : «,f any man is in Chfi he ™ a ure » 

Rot ,f any man is begotten by Christ the father, in Ann Lee the mo- 
ther.fce ,s a new ere, ture. This is your doc rine : Th above ta 
Christ's and his anost es. You sav that A,,,, i •" f ove ,8 

all living in the u^iht^^l^J* " ""* ^^ ° f 

-the two anointed eoe.-the two first he s o Z * °u th& Cburch of Chr »« 
enant of eternal life is established-?!* first p£2 *»% *«»«" " hom the <*»* 
dren of regeneration." See page 410 " a ° d M ° tber of a " the chil- 

Now yon see your want of faith, honestv anrl , n • . 
pages 104 and 5, your description of he ch urch lit l^vl^J' In 
There you say, « the primitive Church wa not bu 1 * * ^l tfUe ' 
system whatever, artfully formed by man's device hT ^ h r an 
spiration of the living God." Whit hi h h ? u 5°* Up ° n the in 



liave been artfolly forming a human system, to present to the world 
that Ami Lee and her offspring constitute in the latter day ol Christen- 
dom the true church ? Nay, i need not confine it to that number of 
pages, for that seems to be the object of the whole book, containing 
622 pages. 

Therefore, ye are witnesses against yourselves, that ye are out of 
the spirit and doctrine which Christ and his apostles were in ; but in 
that fleshly state which would lay another foundation than that he Las 
already laid, to get to yourselves a name. Thus you prove yourselves, 
notwithstanding your fair show in the flesh, pretend'n g to be more 
faithful in bearing a testimony against the flesh, to be out of Christ's 
spirit, in the very spirit which is Anti-Christ and a deceiver, because 
you do not acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, that 
is in your fleshly spirits, there to rule and to reign whose right it is, 
God over all blessed forever, and so through this medium become his 
church aad people ; but you must acknowledge Ann Lee to be the 
only mother of all the regenerated offspring of Christ, and your 
church, which rests upon her, the only true church, and that out of it 
there is no salvalion ! ! ! 

This is the tone of your writing, and spirit of your doctrine. 
What works can be more in the flesh, than to state the expressions of 
Christ and his followers to play upon the weakness and credulity of 
the inexperienced, to gather them together under the sacred name of 
religion, to constitute a church not according to the revelation of the 
will of God, but according to the will of designing men, who doubt- 
less have their carnal views and selfish ends to answer by it ? 

Is not this prostitution of soul much more abhorrent in the divi::e 
sight, than that among whoremongers and harlots? And do not the 
latter stand a better chance to enter the kingdom of heaven than the 
former ? Answer to thi3, ye that are guilty, and come out from your 
abominations ye fleshly minded systematizes, and no longer pervert 
the way of the Lord by teaching the people "statutes that are not 
good, and judgment whereby they cannot live." The world needs 
none of your systems, creeds and inventions, because cursed is the 
man that trusteth in man, and that maketh flesh his arm ; but blessed 
is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. The 
Lord is equal to hia own work, and he will carry it on in the earth to 
the gathering of the people unto himself, to the praise of his owu 
blessed name; not confined to sects, denominations, modes nor forms; 
but to those in every nation, kindred, tongue and people, that fear 
him and work righteousness, are accepted of him. 

If thy brother trespass against thee, tell hirn his fault between him 
and thee alone ; if he hear thee, then thou hast gained thy brother.. 
Tour publication is, in my opinion, no small trespass upon the chris- 
tian cause, derogatory both to the goodness and wisdom of God, inas- 
much as it teacheth a' way for salvation that Christ and bis disciples 
never knew nor taught. Therefore, please to hear and forbear ; if 
not, if I have life and ability, I have it in sry heart to tell it to the 
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church. That is, make it so public as that those of the truly begoN 
ten uf God in Christ Jesus, wherever they may be scattered, i»y what- 
ever name lhey may be called, may bear the complaint and labour for 
your restoration, whotn if yui will not hear, yon must then be unto 
them as heathenish men. I mean the leaders of your society or 
church as you ca!l it. Ohedience is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken to the voice of the Lord is betler than the fat of rams. 

It is not out of ill will, hatred or malice to you, have I written ; but 
out of regard to the precious cause of truth and good will to you; 
that you may abandon the works of the flesh* in systematizing, as 
well as in every thing else, for this act is the heighth of abomination, 
because it teaches the way of the L'-rd (or pretends to teach it) in the 
very spirit of Anti-Christ— is nothing less (ban the spirit of Satao 
transformed into an angel of light. Herein lies your deception, and 
if possible this satanical spirit, in the delightful seraphic appearance of 
an angel from Heaven, would deceive the very elect ; those I 
mean who have not chosen Ann Lee, nor lying vanities, but the Lord 
for their spiritual portion, and the God of Jacob for their inheritance. 
Therefore, bear wiih me and permit me to turn your attention not to 
societies, men, nor books, but simply to that which is accessible to all 
even the meanest capacity among you—! mean to the light of Chiist 
to the conscience ; the grace of God, which the Apostle saitb, hath 
appeared to all men. This, like the philosopher's stone, will turn all 
into gold L.ke the power of Christ outwardly, which healed all 
manner of diseases, bo inwardly it will as there is faith in it, heal all 
the maladies of the soul. This is all that is wanted by devotion to 
•produce a change ,o sou!, that it may h,ve immortality and eternal 
lire conferred ; and what can produce this but the light which J hve 
mentioned, which the Apostle says is the life of men ? That is to sav 
Confers m.mortahty and eternal life to the soul as it is obedient toT 

Now, brethren, in the freedom of the eosnel affection I ?? 
«dbid 7 ou farewell ; hoping the faSSK hi t iftl *M 
not lessen your esteem for the cause of truth, nor bar me from v 
bosom nor your doors ; for it was out of good will to the cauTe tlr r 
came to see you, and I trust if health permits the same *Z ll . -.. 
prompt me to see you again. And Ib^ni^S^X^^l 
when any of your society passes through where I iv vou Z Hi 

yooa,way/havebeen a ;;^w^ 

selfish end* I,, answer, by mvaevrritv ■,„.< r i ' h " vo "T 

are mislali e„ , for „„,'„ Ll7lZS3£w£rf 7 "V""' ** 

* But let the spirit of Christ have the r„! P nyp , , 
you do, as to relipo. or the world wut bQ toZ'^Ttoi *** WiMm 



